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 JEFFERSON COUNTY UNIFIED COMMAND CENTER UPDATE FOR JUNE 30, 2020
Birmingham, AL – The Jefferson County Unified Command Center (JCUC) and its partner agencies continue to help provide information, goods and services to the people of Jefferson County throughout the COVID-19 pandemic response.  Dr. Mark Wilson, Jefferson County Health Officer, and Jim Coker, Director of Jefferson County Emergency Management Agency serve as the co- leaders of the Unified Command Center.
 
Revised Jefferson County Health Officer Face Covering Order
A new Jefferson County Health Officer face covering order is being issued due the new statewide public health order issued on June 30 by State Health Officer Scott Harris, which in Paragraph 20 states: 
“This Order also supersedes and preempts all orders previously issued by the Jefferson and Mobile County Health Officers concerning COVID-19 mitigation measures, and this Order shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded or modified by order of the State Health Officer or its expiration. After the date this order is issued, the Jefferson and Mobile County Health Officers are authorized, after approval by the State Health Officer, to implement more stringent measures as local circumstances require.” 
The new face covering order also has some minor adjustments from the June 26 order, as follows:
1) There is a clarification in the exceptions and recommendations for children 3 to 8 years old. The new order states that “face coverings are recommended but not required for children in this age group.”
2) The exception for “meetings of private clubs or private organizations” is changed to “private meetings.” 
3) There are changes made in the arrangement of the paragraphs for clarity. 
The revised order can be viewed here: https://www.jcdh.org/SitePages/Misc/PdfViewer?AdminUploadId=804
ADPH Color-coded system guides COVID-19 reopening recommendations
The Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) has introduced a new tool that allows policy makers and others viewing it to recognize the COVID-19 risk status in each county and to guide health behavior. The new COVID-19 Risk Indicator Dashboard is located on the ADPH website at alabamapublichealth.gov. 
A color-coded state map displays four risk levels: very high, high, moderate and low indicated in red, orange, yellow and green, respectively. When a county is shown in green, it does not mean the public should resume their pre-pandemic activities; the green color just indicates a lower comparative risk in this ongoing process. 
These are the recommendations for Alabama residents based on the four identified phases: 
Red – Very High Risk
1. Wear face coverings where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain. 
1. Even when visiting family or friends, wear face coverings when within 6 feet of people outside your household.
1. Avoid all unnecessary travel. If you must travel, avoid crowded areas if possible.
1. Telework if possible. If not, maintain a 6-foot distance from others and wear face coverings at work. 
1. Takeout, pickup or delivery from restaurants is strongly encouraged rather than dining in.
1.  Avoid groups of more than 20 people.
1.  Avoid unnecessary visits to hospitals, nursing homes or other residential care facilities. 
1. Worship online or keep 6-foot distances between people of different households.
1. Children with COVID-19 should stay home or be sent home for school or child care if showing symptoms. Limit public interaction between children and do not allow children on public playgrounds.
Orange– High Risk
1. Continue social distancing at work, work from home when possible, and wear face coverings at work when social distancing is impossible.
1. Limit out-of-state travel.
1. Takeout, pickup or delivery from restaurants is encouraged rather than dining in.
1. Maintain social distancing during outdoor recreation.
1. Hold online workshop services if possible. When meeting in person, keep 6-foot distances between people of different households, consider holding more services for lower attendance, and more spacing between people at each service.
1. Keep children away from in-person playdates or similar activities outside of the school setting if avoidable and do not allow children on public playgrounds.
Yellow – Moderate Risk
1. Avoid groups of more than 50 people.
1.  Keep 6-foot distances from people outside your household in theaters and other entertainment venues.
1. Check for fever, coughing or other symptoms of COVID-19 before team games or practices.
1. Hold online worship services if possible. When meeting in person, keep 6-foot distances between people of different households; consider holding more services for lower attendance, and more spacing between people.
1. Children should keep a 6-foot distance from others outside their household, those with symptoms of COVID-19 should stay home from school or child care, limit interaction between children at playgrounds and other public places.
Green - Low Risk  
1. Continue social distancing at work and wear face coverings at work when social distancing is impossible.
1. Large gatherings and venues are allowed with increased hygiene measures, physical distancing, face coverings and symptom monitoring.
1. Check for fever, coughing or other symptoms of COVID-19 before team sports or practices.
Stay home if sick.
1. Places of worship are encouraged to consider social distancing, hygiene measures and face coverings.
1. Children should follow hygiene measures, physical distancing, wear face coverings and monitoring for symptoms are encouraged for all group gatherings.
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